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SATURDAY, DEC. 26, 1896.

WASHINGTON LETTER
A STUNNER.

Secretary Olney Casts a

Bomb into the Ompof
Cu^an Sympathizers.
HEAVY APPROPRIATIONS.

[From Ovir Regular Correspondent]
Washington. December 21. 1896

There is great danger that the merita
of the Cuban question will be entirely
overlooked in the wrangle Hint is like¬
ly to follow the extraordinary position
taken by Secretary Olney, that Con¬
gress has nothing io do with the recog
nition of a new state, the power being
vested in the President alone. Mr
Olney first publicly t..ok thin position
in a discussion with the Senate Com¬
mittee on Foreign Relations, before
that committee had decided to report
the Cameron resolution tor *be recog¬
nition of the independence of » uba
After the committee had decided to

report the resolution to-day. Mr. Olney
went a great deal further, by making
a statement throu«h the 1 -rela¬

tions, saying in effect that the Pres!
dent would veto the resolution if it
was adopted and that even if it were

then readopted by the constitutional
two-thirds of both branchs of Con¬
gress he would ignore it and treat it
simply as the persona! opinions of those
who voted for it. If it were not that
this administration had such a short
time to run there is reason to b«*liev
that if Mr Cleveland dared to main¬
tain this position, the country would
see another impeachment trial in the
U. S. Senate,and even as it i- it may
lead to serious trouble. This question
is higher than party politics or than
the Cuban question, if the President
has the constitutional right to override
two-thirds of Congress, which may be
considered as fairly representative o'
the people, it is time that the people
knew ii, in order that this enormous
power, greater than that possessed bj
the crowned heads of most ot the
world's limited monarchies may be
emailed by a constitutional amend-

-EB^rfc-bWtm*?orne unscrupulous Presi¬
dent uses it to destroy our Govern¬
ment.

TTILL NOT |QO FAB.

It i* hardly probable, however, tha*
this quest ion will get before the U. S
Supreme Court for settlement in con¬

nection with the Cameron resolution,
for the very simple reason that Ihe
Cameron resolution is not likely tobe
adopted by both branches of Congre-s
notwithstanding its having received
the endorsement of the following emi-
naot gfetntleme/i, who compose the
Henate Foreign Committee :.Sherman
of Ohio; If rye, of Me ; Lodge, of Mass.:
Cameron of Pa. , Du, ip, of Minn. ; Cul-
lom, o* 111. : Stakf. tk Del ; Turpie, of
Ind. ; Mills, of Texas ; and Morgan, of
Ala.; Daniel.of Va . is also a member
of the committee, bJt lie was not pros-

l ol the meeting and says he bas not

made up bis n»»nd whittier he will sup¬
port the resolution or hgt

HAS TALK MUST OBA8E.

The resolution will almost certainly
be adopted by the fellate, probably by
more than a two-third vote if it be
seriously pushed that far. but if ex¬

pressions of the leaders of the House
count for anytning, it will never reach
a rot*, in that body. Gen Henderson,
of Iowa, voiced this sentiment when
he said :."We arr not going to lin\e

. war. Tlie Cameron resolution has no'

passed, and I don't believe in encour¬

aging thia war talk. We have had
enough agitation already, and we dont
want our business Interests again in¬
terrupted by talk of war or by actual
war."
It is the impression in Washington

that by the tiir.e Congress reassembler
the country will have made it so plain
that it wants neither a war nor a war

aclare that the resolutions will not be
pushed.

lt wis broughi out by questions of
Senators during Secretary Olney's un¬
successful attempt to persuade the
Senate Committee into following Mr.
Cleveland's policy towards Cuba thai

y_^ the administration has received 'much
^credit to which it was nor entitled, bj
reason of mistateinents in the newspa¬
pers as to demands it has from time t<

time made on Spain in behalf of Amer
lean citizens, for instance, Socretary
Olney admitted that this Government
had no demand upon Spain in the sase
of the alleged filibuster Competitor
and others of a similar character, be¬
yond mere rrquesta for informatio' ,

This will doubtless greatly shook tl e
individuals who only a short time ago
slopped over to the extent of writing
communications to the papers advocat
log Olney'g appointment as President
McKinley's Secretary of State be¬
cause of his intense Americanism
His "intense Americanism" seems tc
be, like Li Hung Chang's conversation
mostly interrogation points.
Among the bills passed by the House

was one appropriating #100.000, foi
Government participation in the Ten¬
nessee < entennial to be held at Nash¬
ville next year and $30,000 for a Fed¬
eral building for the exhibit, and an

Emergency Deficiency Bill appropriat¬
ing nearly $900,o00 for the oompletiot
of Narai work under way. A resolu¬
tion was also adopted giving the ft.ui
days, beginning January 7th to th*
consideration of the Pacific Railroad
Fund Bill. The holiday recess will b*
from December 22nd, to January 5th
and many Senators and Represents
tives who live at a distance and wish n

spend Christmas at their homes havi
already left Washington.

FK0M BERKLEY.

Berkley. Va, Dec. 16,1896^
There was a grand time at the Trim

ty A, M E Church last Monday night
and those who fa led to attend missn
a treat There was a literary en'er
tainment under the auspices of thi
A. M. E. Ministers' Association of Tid
water Rev. E H. Holden, Presidinj
Elder of the district, was master o

ceremonies. Prayer by Rev. A. L
Gains of Emanuel A M. E. ('hurch
Mrs L. M. Johnson read a splendii
paper, subject: "Interest and Perse ve
ance;" Madam J.-Churchwell of Ports
Va., gang a solo: then Rev Seaton. I

k D., pastor of lit Johns A. M. E i nure
of Norfolk was introduced and he de

' levered an instructive lecture, subject
"Is the Negro a failure or a success
The Doctor proved by facts and figure
that the Negro is not a failure, but i
succeeding wonderfully under the cir
cumstances under which he has V
move. He urged unity and co-opera
rion in all business enterprises
Rev. J. M. Powell preached a ser

mon to the children, Sunday at 1
o'clock a ni, subject- "Obedience t
Parents ;" text, Kph 6th chapter, li
snd 2nd verses; "Children obey you
parents in the Lord, for this is right.
It is said that the Reverend made

_, 4eep impression. AU were well pleat
¦_^"^^ ni. Tba Reverend seems to be doin

a good work and ls drawing his poop!
to him He has organized a literar
union among the young people lt I
a promising success. The Union meet
St 8 o'clock every Sunday afternoon
Mr. Elijah Bowen, president, H. Rod
gars, Secretary.
Miss Carrig H. Walker read a splen

did paper, subject,"How shall a youn
man attain success in life.
We regret that space will not allot

irate repvrt of the
iterary entertainment at Trinity A.

If you want to know ihe uewt, read
he Pian kt.

D.
ma a aa-

FROM NEW IBERIA

New iBEhiA. La , Pec. 14 1898
fl ''brough Mr J< lui V\ eddei burn, of
Washington, D. I! , L>r. T Leroy Jeffer¬
son uiade an applicat on fora patent
on a music turner he invented. The
invention is semi-automatic, and oan
be adjusted to almost any site book.
We are pleased to say that Dr. Jeffer¬
son has invented an invention that
would be of great assistance to musi¬
cians.
We met Mr. » E Lee, of Beaumont,

lYxas. Saturday evt-iiiiiir. Mt Lee is
the busin* ss ma i-iger ot the "Afro-
American" a six columii and a patent
back paper, published in Beaumont.
Texas Saturday evening be tried to
organize a st<»ck company at Dr. Jef¬
ferson's drug store fur the purpose to
establish a department in the "Afro
American" for the interest of our peo¬
ple here, but he did not succeed
Sunday he was securing subscribers

for the "Afro Ann ri hu" ai d we were
doing the same job for th« Pl-.net
which is one ofthe beat race papers
published in tbe United Stn
In a few days from now we will

have vacation for a while and we will
have the tune to aaa our Morts to ex¬
tend the circulation of the Planbt
among our reading people in this city .

Miss Mary Nethers is our youngest
subscriber on out list. She is interest¬
ed to read the Planet and to pay for
it.

If every youth of our race who can
read would be interested in our news¬
papers as she is, we would soon have a
lew hundreds of them as reliable sub¬
scribers to the Planet wheo we would
have the necessary time to make our
rounds more extensively on th* Teche.

Rounder.

FULTON NOTES.

Sunday. 13th inst., being a pleasant
day the Sunday-schools were well at¬
tended.

William Sewell, the Superinten¬
dent of the Mount Calvary Baptist
Church was proud of the attenda* ce
and so was the superintendent ot the
the Rising Mount Zion Baptist Church
Sunday-school. We hope that the
young ladies will continue their at¬
tendance ot the Sunday-school.
The Sunday-schools are looking for¬

ward to and preparing for their Christ¬
mas festivities. The hearts of the
children are light and happy in the an¬
ticipation of the visit of oid Santa-
Rev. A. Ferguson expouided the

word of God to a large audience.
At, 8 p. rn, Rev. T H Dickerson filled

the pulpit.
The covenant meeting at the Rising

Mount Zion Baptist Church was a glor¬
ious one. Rev. Daniel James with the
assistance of Rev .TH, Dickerson ad¬
ministered the Lord's supper to an un¬
usually large congregation. Visitors
were there from all sections of thi- city
Come again and aid the church. A
handsome sum was raised for the pas¬
tor.
At s p m the pastor preached a good

sermon.
Miss Mary A Sewell, Rev. Mrs Ar¬

cher Ferguson and Master Richard
Gaskin, Jr.. are on the sick list.
Remember the fourth Sunday is tbe

grand rally at the Rising Mount Zion
Baptist Churoh.

Up to Dste-

Thc latest designs of Chairs and
Back-grounds liave just arrived. You
do not get the same old accessories in
your pictures this season at The Jeff¬
erson, 698 Broad street. Queen and
Diamond Photographs, only $i per
dozon. Cabinets, $1,60

The Defence Puts un a Strong and Abls
Argument.A Pleased Audience

Last Monday nighi the Ebeneser
Baptist Church was quickly crowded
a nh an eager, and impatient audience
who awaited the beginning pf the ex

s of what wan destined to be a
debate, under the Ebenezer Improve¬
ment (-lub.

- Ao the exercises begun with mu-
¦mc by the church choir, after which
Mr. R. ll, Thurston, who presided,
stated that the subject of the debate
was' Resolved that Women were more
beneficial to the Church than Man."
Then he introduced the following

gen lemen as spokesmen of the occa¬
sion:.Alfirmative, Rev. Nelson Wil¬
liams, Jr , and M. E. Gerst ; Negative
Prof. W, \ Mitchell and J. Hepry
Crutchfield, E.-q

Kev. Nelson Williams, Jr., was al¬
lowed to open up the argument in be¬
half of the women. He argued for
(he space of five minutes without mak¬
in-: a point.
Prof. W. A. Mitchell, then ar.ise in

behalf of the defence. He made quite
a flowery speech, and scored several
points. Prof. Mitchell was by Rev. M.
EC, (lerst, who in his aimless argument
attempted io sustain the women

J. Henry Crutchfield, Esq , with an
eloquent speech, closed the argument
for t he the defense.
The following were the judges, Revs.

7.E James, D. W Davis. J W. Kir¬
by, D F. Batts and J H. Sampson
While waiting on the judges to ren¬

der their decision, Miss Margaret Tins
ley sang a solo. Then a prize of f2 5C
. ii go'd was given to Willie S Baker,
for selling the highest number of tick¬
ets. The judges returned with a ver¬
dict in behalf of the women.

Left Him a Fortune-
Springfield,0., Nov. 80.Chief ol

Police Van Tassell has received a let¬
ter sta ting that James * esley Dorsey
-in old colored man, has fallen heir to i
fortune left him by Peter Shaffer, ol

.».¦-
A Brilliant Wedding.

A very pretty wedding took placi
Wednesday evening,Nov. 25th at !b<
First Baptist Church, Centralia, Va
The bride was Miss Mamie E. White
who was united in holy wedlock to M j
Cnarlie C Fisher. The wedding oc¬
curred at 8 o'clock and before thai
hour the church was filled with t

throng of guests numbering 350. Then
were four bride's maids and four nsb
ers. Miss ^adie Briggs, who walkee
with Mr Daniel Glenn. She wore pinl
satin Miss Estelle Gregory, whit*
silk, with Mr. Willie Goode; Miss Mol
lie West, pink silk and ribbons, witl
Mr. Willie Pryor; then came thi
_:room leaning upon the arm of his sis
ter, Miss Missouri Fishei, who won
white silk and ribbons. The bride fol¬
lowed on the arm of the best man. Mr
Edmund Howlett She carried a hand
some bouquet Her costume was i
white satin and ribbons, and'she hsd i

large ribbon bow on her shoulder anc
was fastened with a large buckle witl
36 rhyne atones, a tulle veil drapec
her figure and was fastened over hei
brow with a pearl brooch. The rici
veil and handkerchief of exquisite laci
which she carried were both gifts o
her aunt, Mrs Kate Gregory.
Tha bride received a large number o

handsome presents ; the principal om

heing a handsome brussells carpet am
a parlor suit, the gift of the bride':
parents; and s sliver card baske
trom Mr. and Mrs. Isiah Elliott r

Boston, Mass.
The oeremony was preformed b;

Rev. T H. Johnson, pastor of th<
bride, and Rev W H. Wnife cousin o
the bride, and Rev. J. L. Scott. Ade
licious supper was given the guest
numbering 250. Among those presen
from Richmond were Misses Fanni
Dixon, 90« St James street. Minni
White, 2 Hill street »nd Mrs Susai
Clark, 728 north 1st street, she wore
black silk with pointed lace. Mrt
Kate Gregory, ths aunt of the brid
from Atlantic City, wore a black gilt
ed lasce over a black satin. Miss Jen

5j ie Johnson, the daughter of Rev
f ihnson.of New Kent, wore pink silk
Miss Annie Johnson of Ohurch Hill
wore pink crepe with lacs and ribbon
The father snd mother of the brid

marched in first; then cams tbe siste
of the bride, and her husband wit
their th re children, and Mr. and Un
Joseph Briggs.

WEST END NOTES.
NOTES FROfl THE VA¬
RIOUS CHURCHES

His Body Mysteriously
Disappeared.

GOOD PREAOHIBG IB THE WEST
END.

?ersorals and Briefs -Tonics

Our churches Sunday, December flth
were well patronised. The pulpit of
the Second Baptist Church was lill-d
by its pastor, Rev Z D Lewis morn¬

ing and evening. Cummunion in the
afternoon, Sunday-school excellent.

Fifth Baptist Church, the pastor
Rev H.Powell preached at Him.,
Rev C. H. Corey, D. D., was present
and seemed to greatly enjoy the en¬

tire services At 3 p. m.. Rev. A. 8
Thomas, pastor of tho 8haron Baptist
Chut ch filled the pulpit with great ac¬

ceptability.
At 8:30 p m., Rev Evans Payne,

bishop of church bill held the vast
crowd spell-bound for one hour with

Seat care and true spiritual devotion,
e delivered a most powerful dis¬

course It was rally Sunday. A good
collection was raised. Division, No. 1
still keeps the lead in raising money ;
Secret club. No. 2 coming next A
vote of thanks was tendered all for
their financial help.
The Sunday-school is on the increase.

Teachers, officers and scholars are tak¬
ing a lively inteieat- An excellent
program for the Christmas entertain¬
ment Baptising scad communion at
the 5th Church next Sunday.
The trustees have purchased a fur¬

nace and the congregation of the 5th
Church will worship in the up-stairs
next Sunday
The Baptist Yoong People's Union is

doing a good work and the friends are
tat ing a lively interest. Be on time
next Monday at 7:30 p. m..a spec¬
ial programme.The Jewelist, Mr. William Anderson
will give a jewel hunt at 5th Church
next Monday night st 8:30. A pair of
ear-rings and a finger-ring, the prise.
<. dmission, 10c The person finding
either the ear-ring or the finger-ring
will bs the owner. All have a right to
hunt.
The Committee ou Light of the City

Council met last Monday, 14th and
heard tbe petition of the Fifth Church
for a reduction of their gas-bill for the
last quarter. The request was granted
Rev. H. Powell, pastor, and trustee W.
H. Carter represented the ohurch
They are very proud of their success,
and on behalf of the church heartily
thanked the committee.
The "New Era" Institute was held

at the 5th Church on the 14th. Rev.
W. F. Graham lectured on the subject
"Prayer." lt was masterly and truly
instructive. Revs. J. M Young and
H. P Weeden, general district mis¬
sionaries for Virginia spoke about
their work. They were sb'y seconded
by Rev. Powelj. Profs G. R. Hovey, D
N. Vassar, D'. D, Rev. F Davis and
others.

Mrs. E. C. Powell is still on the sick
list,, 'though improving.The mysterious disappearance and
death of Samuel Kimbrough the much
respected porter of Mr William bank¬
in, 81ft West Clay Street is yet causing
much excitement. His body was found
last week in the woods or bushes near
the pomp-house, about 2 1-2 miles
above the city There wen) no works
of violence on his body, and the post¬
mortem examinstjon showed tbat no
po*sun was in bia stomach-
Mr. Rankin and his entire familyspeaki in the high terms of Kimbrough

His funeral waa preached laat Sunday
afternoon bv Rev W. J. Smith. He
also, preached the funeral of his sister's
child the Sunday previous. Kim¬
brough was quite an unobstrutive un¬
married man.
Rev Gooroo E. Johnson of the River

View Church was sick lad Sunday, but
that other good brother filled his pul-
Jlt to ths satisfaction pf *}1. Rev.
ohn Jasper will preach for him next

Sunday at 3 p m All are invited.
Rev. John Ellis of the Shophill Mis¬

sion school looked after the Sunday-
school and preached for bin people last
Sunday.
Mis. D. Jackson one of the "white

roses," who do battle for the Mount
Hermond BaptistChurch, Portsmouth,
left last Friday on the C. A 0 for
home Hie ha* been visiting Rev. and
Mrs. powell for the psst month. She
is much beloved by our people. Her
presenct wss like a refreshing shower
A sweet and lovable Christian woman.
Don't fail to come again
Mr. A. W Hughes of Springfield,

Maes., is visiting his sister, Mrs. Hen¬
ry . He is stoping on Catherine street
Prof H. L. Harris, the California

mocking bird of the colored race will
sing at the 5th Church on Thursday
night, December 24th.
Mrs. E R Carter was quite sick

last week, but is out again.
We were glad to see Deacon James

Braxton put again last Sunday. They
kept him at church all day and thai
other good brother took him home in
his buggy. We hope he will continue
to improve until he ts well again.
Miss Fanny Jasper, 1501 Taylor St,

has been on the sick list for the pa. t
week, but is out again. He is truly
glad.
The ladies are loud in praise of the

Xmas ads in the Planbt.
From what we hear and see some ol

them had better stay at home long
enough to wash their windows and
have their husbands' su per ready oi
Santa Claus will bring a Xmas stick.
She promised to visit a certain

church, but she went to another He
told ber what he thought about it, and
how she is sorry. But they k-. and
made up. Oh, dear me !
Last Monday night, 14th, after hav

ing been talked to about two hours bi
the chicken-eater preachers of the 5tc
Church, we started out for the north¬
side, being honored with an invitation
to a meeting of the clans.
On we went and our expectations rac

high in the happy anticipation of thi
good things that were prepared for thc
inner man,
At Saint James and Baker we passed

a number of society people discussing
their lodge business. Brethren that ii
wrong. Do not discuss your privati
lodge affairs in tbe streets. On wi
went until we found ourself in front o
the beautiful iesidence of that princt
of good fellows, Mr. A. P Qusrles
north 3rd street. We pressed the but¬
ton and soon we were ushered in thc
parlor.sll brilliantly lighted bm
scarcely a word could be heard. Om
Kiiide led us on into the dining room
Here we saw about twenty hearty clam
assembled around a most tempting
table that fairly groaned under a loac
of the most appetising luxuries of thi
season.All formality was laid aside.
We were told to "pitch in" and wi

at one obey ed Tbe menu was of thi
very beat turkey, beef tongue, eran
bury sauce, chicken and irish potati
salads, oysters raw, stewed and fried
cheese, crackers, olives, pickles am
several other of the most choice dishes
egg-nog, punch, coffee, chocolate, ci¬
gars, Ac, enough to feed fifty guests.
The supper was given in honor o

Mr. Fred G. Whitty of Worcester
Mass , a forn.er citizen. The wsy thi
^tARgs aRd Clans msde war upoi
things about them showed they ha<
crossed the burnipg sands before.
We noticed among those presen

Messrs. F. G. Whitty. A. P. Ouarlei
Prof. B. A. Graves, Captain W. H Car
ter. John O Lewis, Daniel Farrai
Robert L. Turpin. R. H. Burton, H
Curtis, James Smith. A. Fowlkes, Wil
liam Ellis, Sager Jones, William Tay
lor, William Wood, A. Clark, Montrea
Monroe Haskins, J J. Williams, Pt.Pl
Holmes, Joshua Smith, D. Macklir
Powell Williams.
After the inner-man was fully satis

fled, toasting, speech-making an<
smoking was the order of the evening
Prof Graves, Captain Carter, Mi
Quarles and others made mesterlj
brilliant and witty speeches in bono
of Mr. Whitty's . isit. Mr. Whitty'

GENERAL ANTONIO MACEO,
Maeeo, tao intrepid commander uf the Coban ina ii neents west of Havana, foo»chtthrooKh the lea years' war. Time and a*t*in he bas lx*eu reported killed, only to

tuuo disprove the rumor by aome «<-».««_. feut of jjout'tuLdiip.

esponse was a most happy one and he
r_*nked them most heartily for tne
th
honor done him while in our city. Mr.
Jam«i Smith takes the lead as the fun¬
ny man

Each Clan or Stag made for home to
sleep and dream over the joys and
pleasures of the past. But. Oh. how
wa laughed in our sleeve at "Magno"
as we devoured the good things of
earth and thought over how we had
again invaded his territorv and was
rafe in one of his strong holds.
On our way home on west Broad

street, we heard the distressing voice
ol a woman calling for a police. We
hastened to Henry street where we saw
a white woman who said some men
was after her. The police came quick¬
ly but- found no one on tbe premises.

A.I AX.

1 Centenarian Burned to Death

WiBHiNoTON, D. C., December 15.
AliceThomas, a colored woman, who
ls known to be over 102 years old, was
fatal y burned at the home of her
granddaughter, at 2013 Eighth street,
noithwest, about noon yesterday. She
had been left alone in her accustomed
seat near the fire, and in some wayslipped and fell against the stove Sha
was unable to call for assistance, and
even had she called, there was no one
in tbe house togo to her rescue. She
was »s helpless to aid herself as she
was to summon assistance, and must
have died a horrible death

Stylish positions, artistic lighting,
and Finely-finished Photographs : new
chairs and back-grounds of the latest
designs, can be had at the Jeffergo i,
No. 523 east Broad Si.

SONG OF THE BWRQEN BEARER.
Orer tbe narrow footpath
That led from my lowly door

I lirent with a thought of the Master.' A* oft I had walked bl
My heart wu heavily laden.
And with iearn my eye* were dim,

But J knew I ahould loee the burden
pould I (et a glimpse of him.

dar the trodden pathway,
fo the Onida all ahorn and bare,

I vent with a atop that faltered
and a faoe that told of care.

I had loat the light of the morning.
With Ita shimmer of ann and dew.

Bot a gracious look of the Master
Would the atrength of morn renew.

While yet my courage wavered)
and the sky before me blurred

I heard a role* behind me
Baying a tender word.

4_d I turned to aaa tbe brightne.
Of heaven upon the road

_U»d suddenly lost the pressure
Apf the weary, crushing load.'

Bothing that boor waa altered.
I had atm the weight at cere.

Bat I tore it now with gladnea*
fThloh oona* of anawared pray**.

JJot a grief ihe soul can fetter
Kor cloud Ita vision when
ie dear *>>rd glvea tb* spirt)
no breathe to hia will amen,

^M- JC. Benguter tn Witne**.
*%
BEECHER'S ABOLITIONISM.

It aroused Threat* Against His T-ife and
AgaJawt Bis Church-

-nra. Henry Ward Beecher, in a graph¬
ic, reminiscent article entitled "When
Mr. Beecher Sold Slaves In Plymouth
Pulpit" In The Ladies' Home Journal,
tells of the peril in which the famous
preacher placed his life by his fearless
advocacy of the abolition of slavery. "In
1847 Mr. Beecher became the pastor of
Plymouth church, Brooklyn, and in his
inaugural sermon,"shesays, "hefrank¬
ly stated the position that he intended
to hold in opposition to hnman slavery.
The majority of the church members
agreed with bim, bat the majority of
the people pf New York and Brooklyn
weio southern sympathizers. Of the re¬
alities of slavery they knew nothing.
They regarded it sentimentally as a pa:
triarchal institution that had come down
from Biblical times snd that gave the
southern people ample leisure to develop
into charming ladies and eloquent poU>
tician*.

'Mr. Beecher came to open the eyes
.nd arouse the consciences of these sen¬

timentalists, and he encountered as bit¬
ter an opposition as that which he had
faced in Cincinnati. He was abused as
a negro worshiper, he was threatened
with personal violence, a mob was
formed in New York to tear down the
church in which he preached. I have
known him, in response to my entreat¬
ies to be careful, to walk in the middle
pf the streets of Brooklyn, with hia
band on the revolver in his pocket, lest
he mould be suddenly attacked. Letters
announcing the dispatch of infernal ma¬
chines to onr house were often received
.In faot, they averaged one or two pei
week.

"1 remember tbat one day an immense
box came by express after the receipt ol
puch a letter. J was afraid to open it and
equally afraid that Mr. Beecher, whe
never knew fear, would open it as soon
as tie returned, sol sent for a pol iceman,
and, after being thoroughly soaked, tb*
box was found to contaiu a life siae ne¬
grodoll."

Aa Old Orkney Custon-.
Id Dearness, in Orkney, it used to be

the custom for a large company of the
poorer people to go about from one
farmhouse to another and at each one tc
sing a long song appropriate to tbe sea¬
son At each house a good supper wa*

provided for them, and it is said tbat
any farmer vfauld feel deeply burt if bc
Veera not visited. The gnisers also used
to go about in certain places in Scotland
on New fear's eve to play a erode sort
of drama at each house and to receive
some slight reward for their efforts.
Thu gnisers were about the same as thi
Christmas mummers, and their plaj
waa abont the same as that more com¬

monly given at Christmas, which usu

ally concerned St. George and varioui
enemies whom he successively overcame
the most entertaining naturally being
(he dragon. .Exchange.

Maw Tear's Revolution*,
Everybody knows how easy it is t<

make good resolutions on tbe 1st o:

January and how easy it is to brea!
tbem on the 2d, provided they last til
then. Making resolutions which an

only to be broken is a bad custom. It ii
better thst none should be made. Bu
people of old<*n time used at the mid
night between the two years to unbar thi
doors of their houses to let the old yea
ont and the new year in. And so, with
ont the undertaking of vows too easil;
broken, a bar might here or there b
la-en down for the passing away o

.Ode old evil habit or purpose or thought

.Selected.

MAGNOS MESSAGE.
SUNDAY BEFORE XMAS
AT OUR CHURCHES.

Good Sayings of our Peo¬
ple About Xmas.

A BRILLIANT MABKIAGE 117 THIS
SE0T10N.

Miss Pierce Weds at Palm yrs, Va .Our
Last Wamine:.Other Items from the

Ward.

Last Sunday was a pretty day. The
sun shone bright, and all in nsture
seemed to rejoice, lt was in this sec¬
tion that the churches were well at
tended.
At the Ebenezer Baptist Church,

Rev. Wells preached a very interest-
esting sermon In the afternoon, he
administered communion for the last
time thiB year. Tlie Sunday School ot
said church will have their entertain¬
ment on Tuesday evening after Christ¬
mas at 6 o'clock-
The pulpit of the Moore St. BaptistOhurch was tilled on last Sunday by

Kev. Merchant of the Kichmond Theo¬
logical Seminary.
K«v. Graham, one of the most able

divines of this section was at his post
on last Sunday and spoke an apprecia¬
tive audience.
Mrs. K. O. Johnson will spend the

holidays in Hampton.
Un last Sunday, a little boy by the

name of Daniel Graham was shot on
West Baker St.
We learn that in answer to his ques¬

tion as to what she wanted for a pres¬
ent, she said, "I'd like to have a dia¬
mond-cut ring." Wo also learn that
he is going to strive to get it. Girls,
refrain from such imposition.

lt seems that this year will be
crowded out with marriages. The
number to be will not be less than 5
Sickness is still prevalent in this sec¬

tion, but we hope the unfortunates
will aoon recover.
The number of marriages by old

maids and bachelors in this, and ad¬
joining sections for the year, has been
estimated al 1<> Can you enumerate?

lt has been said that those black and
blue suits worn by those gills on last
Sunday were up-to-date.
Om last Wednesday night, Miss Jos¬

ephine Doyle, a popular young Miss of
this section was married tu Mr Brown
on Wt gt Leigh St. lt was a brilliant
affair.
We ara glad to note that Miss Carrie

Pierce, s well-known young lady of this
section will be married on Monday.
December 88th to Mr. Alliert Jones at
Cloverdale Baptist Ohurch, Palmira
Co , Va , at 8:90 We are glad of her
success and hope for her a bright and
happy future
Say John, when will you deliver that

engagement ring which you have
bought, Xmas eve or Xmas day? Well
Bob, 1 will carry it Christmas day, if 1
don't getd-
She declares that she will not receive

the present which her best fellow's an¬
tagonist has bought io send her- Say

. old fellow, better change your mind.
The following are the sayings of our

I people:
i hildren's prattle,."We have'ritten

to Danta Claws, and he has promise us
, dolls and drums, yes lots of good
things.
Maiden's colloquy :--"\Ve are glad

that . hristmas has once more greeted
us. and our fellows will no doubt make
us happy again," (not with wine.)
Old maids and old bachelors join the

old folks in their old proveb;."Thank
God. that we are living to see this day
when Christ was born; eave that, it is
nothing to me "

Young men's declamation :.Ha! ha!
ha! the good old time is here again,and we shall have a grand old time,
and have it soberly Others, that theywill get "sweet" (meaning drunk) on
Xmas eve , and be happy on Christmas
day.
Magno:."Young men and friends,

we are glad to meet and greet this, the
happiest time of all the year, and we
believe that we should praise and
adore the name of God who has pre¬served our lives another year."
Young men, our last warning for

Christmas is, "Abstain from drunken¬
ness, keep a sober mind and allow
'Justice John'to have a police court
docket on the day following christmas.
Young girls, don't give the boys' too

much to drink on Christmas, but advo¬
cate soberness.
We learn that she will marry anoth¬

er after being engaged to one. Re*
member it was a mutual "bust up."
Boys, be careful when you are about

to givrt a girl your hand in marriage,
and all will be well,
A young man's love is very often es¬

timated at this season of the year
That initial ring which she has pur¬chased for her fellow is a thing of

beauty. The initial ia "8."
A girl is a peculiar being. Her love

is as often below par as it is above.
"Sunny," how is Christmas in yourcity. M-rry Christmas to you.
Well "Ajax," we noticed that youhave been invading our section ver)

freqently and gathered a few impor
tant scoops as well as satisfaction for
the inner man We will not complain
as we did the same in your section not
long since.

Boys, mirth is a good thing, but in
thy joviality remember the desolate.
Boys, be careful in buying bracelets

as presents this year. Remember how
those gold ones changed last year.
Our schools closes today, and will

re-open January 4th.
Santa Claus has been very busy this

week. Wonder, what will he brinp
us.

Merry Christmas to one and all,
Now, let us altogether singThe snthems of our Christ and Lord
And glories of our mighty King

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and
t a Happy New Year, we remain

Maono Uno,

In loving remembrance of hus
band and father, Geo. Jackson Pavrre
formerly of Richmond, Va., who diet:
one year ago ago, December 2, 1895
The trial is hard, the pain severe,
To part with one we love so dear;

But. in our hearts he will remain,
Tnt il we meet in heaven again

By his Wife and Children.

FOR SALE.
. i The Planbt for sale every Saturde
ll at Mrs C. H . Jones' store, 23d street

under Diggs' Hall, Newport News, Va.
This paper reaches the above rlac
very Friday evening. Get your papa
hereit is already for you.

FLY, ENVIOUS TIME."
I-HUS SANG MILTON OF THE DE¬

PARTING YEAR.

Maa ana Hhs Marvels Bom Away, tost
Tfrelsas Tlma Balla Oa.Tha Piata ot
tha Year Brioc* » Feelhag of Sa-aa.i.
A »w Fae* aS tha Boor.

Even now tbe gray dawn of the Dew
rear is peeping over the horizon. We
Ban almost hear tbe bells tolling tha
midnight mass for the dying year:

Tea, the year is growing old,
?ad his my* la pale and bleared.

Death, with frosty hand and cold.
Flacks th« old maa by the board,

Morely, sorely!
Let ns affect a gsy spirit, if we will.

There is an indescribable, unoamable
asdnees thst comes over ns all at this
dying of the old year. There is a feeling
of unspeakable dread, a sense of utter
loneliness, tbat takes possession of our
souls as the taper of tbe old year bums
low. If a man ever feels the chill of tbe
supernatural, it is at this time. One
bears strange sounds and sees uncanny
visions:

Through woods sad roonatala |
The winds, like snthoms, roll.

They are chanting solema massss.
Binging, "Pray for this poor soul.

Pray, pray!"
So IxmgfelJow dwelt mournfully on

the passing of the old year, and in like
manner did Tennyson bemoan its de¬
mise:
Full knee deep Iles the winier snow,
Aod the wlater winds are wearily sighing.

Toll ye the ehnrch bell aad sod alow
And tread softly and apeak low.
For the old year lies a-dying.

Old year, yon must not dla.
You came to os so readily.
You lived with os so steadily-
Old year, yon shall not die.

Step gently. Death is almost here:
His face is growing sharp aod thia.
Alack, oar friend is gone I

Close ap his eyes, tie ap bis chin.
Step from the corpse and let him la

Jbat standeth there alone
nd wsiteth st tbe door.

There'a a new foot on the floor, my friend,
And a new face at the door, my friend.
A pew tao* at the door!
And thus tbe old year dies and the

new year reigns:
Again the silent wheels of tims
Their annual round have driven.

The New Year's day is breaking:
The wave ia breaking on tbe shore.
The echo fading from tbe chime.

Again tho shadow moveth o'er
Tbe dial plate of tin

And time speeds-on.that ever chang¬
ing, tireless, crunching time; that time
of which Milton sang in a voice that is
row hushed by time:
fly. envious time, till thoa rna oat thy race!
Call oo the lasy leaden stepping boora
Whose speed is but the heavy plummet's paceAnd glut thyself withwhat thy womb devours.Which ia no-more than what is false and vain
And merely mortal dross.
Bo little is our loss,
Bo Utile ls thy gath;
For, when as eaoh thing bad thou hast entomb¬

ed.
And h-st of all thy greedy self consumed,
Then long eternity shall greet our bliss
With au individual kiss.
And joy shall overtake os as a flood.
Wheo everything that is sincerely good
And perfectly divine.
With truth and peace snd love, shall ever shine
About tbe supreme throne
Of him to whose happy making sight sloss
When once our heavenly guided aoul shall

climb.
Thep all this earthly grossness quit,
Attired with stars we shall forever sit.
Triumphing over death snd chance and thee,

Oath-Bl
And so time goes on and has gone on

for ages upon ages. Time chants:
Before my breath. Uko blazing flax,
Man and bis marvels pass away I

And changing empires wane and wax
Are founded, flourish and decay.

Time bas
t a a seen seme strange mutations;
Tho Roman ampire bas begun and eaded.

New worlds have risen.we have lost old na¬
tions.

And countless kings nave into dost baan
hambled.

But no matter how wc bid the parting
year farewell, or how we shall hail the
Ml.no mutter how we measure it.
time keeps slowly but surely ticking
away.
Time, Uko a brilliant nt««<d wltb marma rays
And with a thousand even, i niperishable.
Full of fecundity, bears all thingH onward.
On him ascend the learned and th«> wise.
Tims, like a seven wheeled, seven ziaved ear,

moves on.
Bia rolling wheels are all the worlds, bis axis
Ia immortality.
Each new year brings us nearer the

earthly end, nearer the call of the faith¬
ful Bellman, who sings:

Along the dark and silent night.
With mr lantern and my light
And tbe twinkling of my bell,
Thus J walk, and thia I tell:
D.nth and dreadfulness call on
To the general session.
To whose dismal har we there
All accounts must come to clear.
Scores of sins we've made here, many.
Wiped out Inf, God knows, if any.

ye debtors, then, and fall
To mukn payments, while I call.
Ponder this, when I am gone.
By the clock 'tia almost one,

.Chicago Record,
Ko. Church BervlsM Ia Beotlaad,

Ever since the reformation New Tear's
has absorbed the place of Christmas;
but, strange to say, although the re¬
formers in their seal denounced Christ¬
mas as popish, they did not in any way
encourage or countenance any religious
services on New Year's day. The Eng¬
lish peasant goes to church and returns
to eat his Christmas dinner. His brother,
tbe Scottish plowman, lets no thought
of religious service enter into his enjoy¬
ment of the day. Most strange it is tbat
a most pagan observance of a pagan
feast has taken deepest root in Scotland,
the home of tbe covenanters and cradle
of theology, where the kirk still holds
sway over the masses, and that the
Soots, pre-eminently religions above all
the nations, will have no ohurch serv¬
ices enter into thc enjoyment of their
national feasts..Philadelphia hedger.

Scotch "First Footing."
In Scotland "first footing" was for¬

merly universal. It was the Scottish
name for New Year's calling. At a lit¬
tle before 19 o'clock young fellows
would start ont from home to' 'first
foot" their sweethearts, and to be ths
first caller on New Year's day was
deemed a good sign of success in court¬
ship .Selected.

THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR.
Why Caesar's System Wes Corrected by

Pope Gregory XIII.
The present time measurement thal

is now used by nearly all nations is the
remodeled system adopted by Julius
Caesar in the year 46 B. C. There were
854, 360 and 865 days in tbe Greek yeal
at different times. Under Norna thc
Roman year bad 855 days, and \hert
waa so much variance between the civil
and the astronomical year that the au¬
tumn feasts were celebrated in tin
spring, and those of harvest in rnidwin
ter. Every second year an extra month
called Mercedonius, wss added. Thii
month had no certain length, but wai
arraaiiged by the pontiffs as they sav
Ht, which naturally gave rise to corrup
tion and fraud, interfering with the du
ration of office and the collection o:
debts. In order to restore, tbe seasons U
their proper months it was necessary
for Caesar to make the year in whioh hi
inaugurated the change contain 44J
days. On the hypothesis that the as
tronomical year consisted of 865^ days
he had each fourth year contain 861
days and the others 865. The extra da;
waa added to tbe 24th of February
which waa called Sexto-caleudas, bein)
tbe sixth before the calendo, or 1st o
March, celebrated in honor of the ex
pulsion of the kings. The additions
day was placed next to this feast am
known as Bis-sexto-calendas.
But this year of Caesar was too loni

by ll minutes and 13.95 seconds, o

about three days in 400 years, so tbs
by A. IX 1582 tbe error amounted t
ten days at least To correct this mil
calculation, Pope Gregory XIII orders
that Oct 5, 1582, should bs known i
Oct 15, 1582, and to prevent a rectu
renee of the error it wss arranged thi
three intercalary days should be omiftte
in four eentnriea-~thatJ_a4_o_a*__in _ge
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If you are desirous of securing any kind
of work in the Job Printing Line such

VISITING, INVITATION, AND BUSINESS
CARDS: SOCIETY-STATIONERY. CHECK-

- BOOKS, POSTERS, &c,
send us your order. We are prepared to
do all work promptly and at the lowest
prices. Special DiscoMit for Cash. Per¬
sons desiring cuts or drawings of them¬
selves or their places of business, can

have the work neatly executed.

Satisfaction Guaranteed

US.

DON'T ASK US TO SPECIFY_

_WHAT KIND OF WORK WE DO.

We are prepared to execute all kinds and at prices which will be
as satisfactorj- as the skill displayed in the execution of the order.

Address,

ftbe IRicbmonfc planet
John flMtcbell, 3x.f JEMtot,

'phone 935a

814 E. -Croat} Street,

*Ricbmoni>, IDtrfl.nta.

PLANET SUBSCRIPTION ONLY $1.50 PER YEAR.

centenary year exoept the fourth. Thus
1600 was a leap year; 1700 and 1800
were not. The passing year 1896 was a
leap year, and, under ordinary ciicum-
stances 1900 would be, but it will not
be. In order tu come under the rule of
the Gregorian calendar. Therefore the
years which have 866 days are, first,
those that are exactly divisible by 4 and
not of 100; second, those that are exactly
divisible by 400 and not by 4,000; hence
the year 2000 A. D. will be a leap year,
and the only one in the aeries of the
four centenary years.

All the Catholic countries adopt** the
Gregorian oa,4*ndar aa soon as the papal
boil was issued, but it wss not intro¬
duced into England and her colonies
till 1752, the error then being ll days.
The dates previous to that change are
referred to as old style, and sometimes
given both ways. ss Washington's
birthday, Feb. 11-23..Chicago Tribune.

NEW YEAR'S DAY.

Customs and Superstitions of Various
Countries.Notable Events.

In Athens a new statue, either to a
god or a hero, was erected and conse¬
crated on the first day of every year.
On Jan. 1, 1515, Louis XII of France

died. On the same day died Helvetius,
tn 1772; Selvio Pellico, 1854.

In Silesia a peculiar kind of wine
made from grapes and seasoned with
honey and spices is used oa New Year's
day.

In tbe south of Franoe it is customary
for families of means to give their serv¬
ants new suits on New Year's day.
The celebrated march of General Monk

to London for the purpose of seating
Charles II on the throne of England be¬
gan Jan. 1, 1660.

In Norway there is a superstition
that the kind of fish naught on New
Year's day indicates the character of
the fishing during the year.
The custom of watching out the old

year and waiting for the new to begin
prevails in many countries, if not in
most of the civilized world.

Suetonius and Tacitus allude to the
custom common in their time among
the Romans of sending and receiving
presents on New Year's dsy.
A special feature of New Year's day

in ancient Babylon waa the procession
in honor of Baal. The king himself
marched in this procession.
The first day of January was made

the beginning of the new year in Hol¬
land, the Protestant districts of Ger¬
many and Russia, in the year 1700.

In Coventry, England, God cakes are
made for New Year's dsy. They are
triangular in shape, made of paste, in-
olosing a portion of mince meat.Ex¬
change.

Grant's -.essen to a Sentry.
General Horace Porter, in his "Cam¬

paigning with Grant" in Century, re¬

lates an anecdote telling how Genera.
Grant aided a drover in turning hia cat¬
tle. General Porter adds: He knew, of
course, that tbe man did not recognize
him. If he had supposed the man was

lacking in proper military respect, he
wonld perhaps have administered to him
the same lesson whioh he onoe taught a
soldier in the Twenty-first Illinois, when
he oommsiaded that regiment. An officer
who bad served under bim at the time
told me that Colonel Grant, as he came
out of his tent one morning, found a

strapping big fellow posted as sentinel,
who oodded his head good naturedly,
smiled blandly and said, "Howdy, colo¬
nel!" His commander cried, "Hand
me your piece," and upon taking it
faced the soldier and came to a "present
arms." Then handing back tbe musket
he remarked* "That is the way to say
'How do you do' to your colonel."

ss a aa

04 0- Christmas Holiday Bates.
Special rates via Chesapeake A Ohio

between stations named:
Richmond and Lynchburg.$5 00
Richmond and Norfolk. 3 50
Richmond and Old Point. 3 00
Richmond and Lexington, Vs. 6 90
Richmond and Clifton Forge. 7 70
Richmond and Washington City... 4 85
Between all station of Chesapeakeand Ohio railway the rate will be One

and One-Third Fare for the Round
Trip.These tickets will be on sale Decem¬
ber 22d, 23d. 24th, 25th, 30th, 31st. and
January 1st, with final limit of Janu¬
ary 4. 1897. To college students pre¬
senting certificates of principal or su¬
perintendent of their institute the tick
ets may be sold December 16th to 21st,
in addition to above dates, between sta¬
tions located in Virginis and District
of Columbia.

Special Holiday Redaction Sale.
A. grand opportunity to buy Elegant and Appropriate pres¬

ents at SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICES.

A. M. Meyer & Bro.,
jEYv'ELI.ER, 523 Broad St., Bet. |Fifth and Sixth. ^
ymir iittention t<> their tine and extra mrge aCOtt >'i t-faynt Diamonds.

Fine Gold und Silver Watches, Sterling Silverware. Rich Jewelry, Clock*.Bold headed dan.. Brooses, Opera G >ld anti Silver-Headed I'mbrel-
IM, At a

Knights°Pythia$
N. A., S. A.,

E., A. & A.
Pays Sick Benefits of from $3.00 to $4.00 per week; Bur¬

ial Benefit of from $25. to $50. and Endowment of $150.00.This chivalric order is steadily growing throughout this
country.

SPECIAL DISPENSATION, having been granted bySupreme Chancellor, James C. Ross, able bodied men of goodcharacter can find no better opportunity than now to join the
organization. Men living in sections of Virginia where there
are no lodges of the Order should form clubs and communi¬
cate with the Grand Lodge officers as to their desires and in¬
tentions.

For further information as to cost of joining and other usages of the Sir
Knights, address

JOHN MITCHELL, JR.,
Grand Chancellor,

814 East Broadest., Richmond, Va.
Information oan also be obtained from Sir Knight William Troy, Grand

Keeper of Records and Seal and from the following Deputy Grand Chancellors
who have been duly commissioned by the proper officer:

Sir Knight, Jesse Scruggs, Richmond; Sir Knight, William A. Noel,Richmond ; Sir Knight, John Clinton, Jr., Richmond ; Sir Knight, Jacob Cole¬
man, Petersburg; Sir Knight, William Harris, Norfolk ; Sir Knight, Alexander
Brooks, Manchester; Sir Knight, George A. Melvin, Portsmouth ; Sir Knight,W. A. Millner, Danville : Sir Knight. C H. Green, Newport News ; Sir Knight,Jacob Wilkerson. Smithfield ; Sir Knight, J. M. Booth, Suffolk.

JOIN THE PYTHIANSII!

Kiding; Stans.
A strange custom in the north of

England on New Year's day slightly
resembles the game for Easter week
known as "heaving." It was called
"riding stang." A stang is ths same
thing as a cowl staff. A cowl staff is a
big staff for carrying a cowl, and a cowl
is a water vessel with a handle, through
which the staff is passed so that it may
be carried by two men. Now, on New
Year's day as many people as liked,
men and women, came together in a
crowd with stangs and baskets. Every¬
body who was not with the crowd was
against it.that is to say, was its legiti¬
mate victim. When tbe victim was
caught, if a man, ho was mounted
astride the stang. which was raised on
tbe shoulders of two or more men, and,
if a woman, she was put in a basket,
which waa held by the stang thrust
through ita handles. In either case the
victim was carried to the nearest publio
house, where the price of release wss
sixpence..New York Tribune.

? Picture of January.
In the old missals the month of Jan¬

uary was pictorially represented by a
white haired man clad in furs, bent
with the cold and blowing on his fin*
gers to warm them. He is standing al¬
most knee deep in tbe snow, and a billet
of wood, and sometimes an ax, is by hie
side. .Exchange.

Old School Politeness.
"Uncle Simon, what is old fashioned

politeness?''
"It is a way people used to have of

asking s man about bis health and then
listening until he got through reply¬
ing.".Chicago Record.

BOUNDING THE PARISH.
? Curious Old Tims New Tear's Castos*.

of Great Britain.
Down to tbe present century a custom

prevailed in many parts of Great Brit¬
ain of "bounding the parishes," or
"beating the bounds," on New Year's
day. The custom was designed to keep
in memory the parochial limits, and aa
maps had not come into use and surveys
of Great Britain bad not been made thia
primitive method of preserving pariah
boundaries waa high in popular favor.
A procession was formed, headed by the
leading dignitaries of tbe parish, in¬
cluding the vestrymen and sometimes
tbe parson. Liberal potations were in¬
dulged in, and a procession was formed
composed of all who wanted to go and
including a number of boys who did not
want to go, but were taken per force.
Tbe procession then marched completely
around the parish, and at certain spe-
ciflo points a halt was made, and a boy
was whipped to make him remember
tbe place.
Other curious scenes often occurred

during the "bound beating." In one
parish, near London, the line ran
through a man's kitchen, and the whole
procession every year came in at the
door and went out by tbe window. On
one occasion in London a hackney coach
stood directly in the line of tbe proces¬
sion, and tbe entire body of men and
boys went in at one door and out at the
other, volunteers holding the horse
while this novel performance went on
and mocking at the wrath of the un- jlucky driver, who beheld his coach al¬
most ruined by the tread of hundreds of
muddy feet..Exchange. (
Subscribe to the Pi.anst only $1.5°

per year. i


